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the day form the subject of conversation, while the pipe
gogs round the assembly with great precision and
regularity. The female relatives are brought in covered
palanquins by a separate entrance, shut out from the
gaze of the males/'

About ten o'clock the religious ceremony commences,
the priest reading the texts, the son repeating them after
him. This occupies about an hour, after which many
take their leave, though others remain for a share in
the gifts. Often unseemly disputes arise amongst these
learned men in the division of 'the spoil. As some of
the Brahmans, though present at the Shradha, will not
eat in the house of a Sudra, they carry home with them
uncooked food.

On the following day the Brahmans and others are
fed again. It is this feast that is supposed to restore
the son and other relatives of the dead person to cere-
monial purity. Besides those specially invited, it is no
uncommon thing for many to come as uninvited guests.
The food is composed of what is regarded as sweet-
meats, and not rice, the ordinary food of the people.
To eat rice with a man is to acknowledge equality of
caste; but sweetmeats may be eaten without the
ordinary.caste restrictions being broken.

On the next day the Kayasthas and other castes are
fed; if possible, the crush is greater than on the Brah-
man's day. On the following morning the mourning
for the deceased is over. The son and nearest relatives
having anointed their bodies with oil and turmeric, fix
a brisakat in the ground near the house. The brisakat
is a log of wood about six feet long, on which a figure
of an ox is rudely cut. This is a monument to the
memory of the deceased. After this they bathe, put on
their ordinary dress, and enjoy an ordinary meal.